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AUGUST CROP PRODUCTION 
 

 

All other hay in West Virginia production (excluding alfalfa and alfalfa mixtures) is forecast at 1,062,000 tons, 
up 42,000 tons from 2023. The area harvested is expected to total 590,000 acres, down 10,000 acres from the 
previous year. Average yield per acre is forecast at 1.80 tons, up .10 ton per acre from 2023. 

RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
 

Commercial red meat production in West Virginia during July 2024 totaled 700,000 pounds. This was down 19 
percent from July 2023. Commercial red meat production is the carcass weight after slaughter including beef, 
veal, pork, lamb and mutton. Individual commodity production is total live weight of commercial slaughter. 

Commercial cattle slaughter totaled 870,000 pounds live weight, down 23 percent from July 2023. Cattle 
slaughter totaled 700 head, down 200 head from the previous year. The average live weight was up 3 pounds 
from the previous year, at 1,241 pounds. 

Commercial hog slaughter totaled 188,000 pounds live weight, down 15 percent from last year. Hog slaughter 
totaled 700 head, down 100 head from the previous year. The average live weight was down 7 pounds from the 
previous year, at 286 pounds. 
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WEST VIRGINIA RANKING OF MARKET VALUE OF AG PRODUCTS SOLD 

 
 

(-) Represents zero. (D) Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual farms. (X) Not applicable. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

HONEY BEE COLONIES 
 

Honey bee colonies for operations with five or more colonies in West Virginia as of January 1, 2024 totaled 
6,000, up 20 percent from January 1, 2023. The number of colonies in the State on April 1, 2024 was 6,500. During 
2023, honey bee colonies on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 were 5,000, 5,500, 7,500 and 8,000, 
respectively.  

Honey bee colonies lost for operations with five or more colonies from January-March 2024, were 640 
colonies, or 9 percent. The number of colonies lost during the quarter of April-June 2024 was 380 colonies, or 6 
percent. During the quarter of October-December 2023, colonies lost totaled 930, or 12 percent, the highest of any 
quarter surveyed in 2023. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the lowest number of colonies lost was July-
September, with 230 colonies lost, or 3 percent. 

Honey bee colonies added for operations with five or more colonies from January-March 2024 were 300 
colonies. The number of colonies added during the quarter of April-June 2024 was 1,100 colonies. During the 
quarter of October-December 2023, 2,400 colonies were added, the highest number of honey bee colonies added 
for any quarter surveyed in 2023. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the lowest number of colonies added was 
January-March 2023, with 40 added colonies. 

Honey bee colonies renovated for operations with five or more colonies from January-March 2024 were 10 
(percent renovated was less than half of a percent). The number of colonies renovated during the quarter of April-
June 2024 was 520 colonies, or 8 percent. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the highest number of colonies 
renovated was April-June with 1,000 colonies renovated, or 15 percent. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the 
lowest number of colonies renovated was January- March, with 40 colonies renovated, or 1 percent. Renovated 
colonies are those that were requeened or received new honey bees through nuc or package.  

Varroa mites were the number one stressor for operations with five or more colonies during all quarters 
surveyed in 2023. The quarter of April-June 2023 had the highest percentage of colonies reported to be affected 
by varroa mites at 31.1 percent. The percent of colonies reported to be affected by varroa mites during January-
March 2024 and April-June 2024 was 12.9 percent and 16.1 percent, respectively. 

United States - Honey bee colonies for operations with five or more colonies in the United States on January 
1, 2024 totaled 2.71 million colonies, down 1 percent from January 1, 2023. The number of colonies in the United 
States on April 1, 2024, was 2.71 million colonies. During 2023, honey bee colonies on January 1, April 1, July 1, 
and October 1 were 2.73 million, 2.71 million, 2.92 million, and 2.82 million colonies, respectively. 

Honey bee colonies lost with Colony Collapse Disorder symptoms on operations with five or more colonies 
was 70,650 colonies from January through March 2024. This represents a 34 percent decrease from the same 
quarter in 2023. 



 

 

 

Subscribe to receive the Mountain State Reporter by email: 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/West_
Virginia/  Subscribe_to_WV_Reports/index 
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