
 

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

REGIONAL NEWS RELEASE 
United States Department of Agriculture 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 
MOUNTAIN REGIONAL FIELD OFFICE 

P.O. BOX 150969 · Lakewood, CO  80215-0969 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 1, 2024 

Contact: Rodger Ott 
(800) 392-3202 

 
January 1 Honey Bee Colonies Down 1 Percent for Operations with Five or More Colonies 

 

Honey bee colonies for operations with five or more colonies in the United States on January 1, 2024 totaled 2.71 million colonies, 

down 1 percent from January 1, 2023. The number of colonies in the United States on April 1, 2024, was 2.71 million colonies. During 

2023, honey bee colonies on January 1, April 1, July 1, and October 1 were 2.73 million, 2.71 million, 2.92 million, and 2.82 million 

colonies, respectively.   

 

Honey bee colonies lost for operations with five or more colonies from January through March 2024, was 396,820 colonies, or 

15 percent. The number of colonies lost during the quarter of April through June 2024, was 288,190 colonies, or 11 percent. During the 

quarter of April through June 2023, colonies lost totaled 378,190 colonies, or 14 percent, the highest number lost of any quarter surveyed 

in 2023. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the lowest number of colonies lost was October through December, with 254,520 colonies 

lost, or 9 percent.   

 

Honey bee colonies added for operations with five or more colonies from January through March 2024 was 404,100 colonies. The 

number of colonies added during the quarter of April through June 2024 was 617,420. During the quarter of April through June 2023, 

the number of colonies added were 618,350 colonies, the highest number of honey bee colonies added for any quarter surveyed in 2023. 

The quarter of October through December 2023 added 118,840 colonies, the least number of honey bee colonies added for any quarter 

surveyed in 2023.   

 

Honey bee colonies renovated for operations with five or more colonies from January through March 2024 was 215,070 colonies, or 

8 percent. During the quarter of April through June 2024, the number of colonies renovated were 521,790 colonies, or 19 percent. The 

quarter surveyed in 2023 with the highest number of colonies renovated was April through June 2023 with 485,640 colonies renovated, 

or 18 percent. The quarter surveyed in 2023 with the lowest number of colonies renovated was January through March 2023, with 

113,440, or 4 percent. Renovated colonies are those that were requeened or received new honey bees through a nucleus (nuc) colony or 

package. 

 

Varroa mites were the number one stressor for operations with five or more colonies during all quarters surveyed in 2023. The period 

with the highest percentage of colonies reported to be affected by varroa mites was April through June 2023 at 52.0 percent. The percent 

of colonies reported to be affected by varroa mites during January through March 2024 and April through June 2024 are 43.3 percent 

and 54.8 percent, respectively. 

 

Honey bee colonies lost with Colony Collapse Disorder symptoms on operations with five or more colonies was 70,650 colonies from 

January through March 2024. This represents a 34 percent decrease from the same quarter in 2023. 
 

For a full copy of the Honey Bee Colonies report, please visit www.nass.usda.gov. For state specific questions, please contact the 

following State Statisticians at 1-800-392-3202. 

 

 Arizona, Colorado – Rodger Ott    

 Montana – Eric Sommer    

 New Mexico – Margie Whitcotton   

 Utah – John Hilton    

 Wyoming – Leslee Lohrenz
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