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September 9, 2024 Media Contact: Jacqueline Moore 
 
General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 
in South Carolina, there were 6.7 days suitable for 
fieldwork for the week ending Sunday, September 8, 2024.  
Precipitation totals from available reporting stations 
ranged from trace amounts to 4.0 inches of rain. Average 
high temperatures ranged from the high 70s to the high 
80s. Average low temperatures ranged from the low 60s to 
the low 70s. 
 

Crops 
It was a dry week for most of the state last week, with only 
isolated portions of the Midlands and Upstate as well as 
coastal areas of the Lowcountry and Pee Dee regions 
receiving a significant amount of precipitation. The milder 
temperatures, together with limited precipitation, allowed 
operators to conduct a significant amount of field work 
throughout the week. Armyworms continued to damage 
many fields, with hay and soybeans particularly impacted. 
There were also concerns about some soybean fields 
making it through maturity due to prolonged drought 
conditions. Corn continued to be harvested throughout the 
week, with irrigated corn noted to have particularly strong 
yields. Cotton remained in mostly good condition, 
although some fields were noted to still be twisted from 
Tropical Storm Debby. Some farmers were beginning to 
plant fall greens where access to irrigation was available. 
 

Livestock and Pastures 
Cattle were in mostly good to fair condition, while 
pastures were in mostly fair to good. Pastures in drier 
regions of the state continued to deteriorate, but those in 
areas that received rain were reported to have improved in 
condition.  

Crop Progress for Week Ending 9/8/24 
Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Harvested ...............  
Cotton - Bolls Opening .......  
Hay - 2nd Cutting ...............  
Hay - 3rd Cutting................  
Peanuts - Dug ....................  
Soybeans - Setting Pods ...  
Soybeans - Drop Leaves ...  

68 
30 
99 
29 
3 

75 
8 

57 
35 
93 
11 
1 

84 
NA 

72 
52 
95 
37 
4 

91 
3 

71 
32 
98 
16 
3 

67 
4 

 (NA) Not Available 

 
Conditions for Week Ending 9/8/24 

Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle ........................  
Cotton .......................  
Pasture and range ....  
Peanuts ....................  
Soybeans .................  

2 
3 

12 
3 
1 

12 
12 
24 
10 
7 

36 
30 
33 
26 
36 

47 
53 
29 
56 
53 

3 
2 
2 
5 
3 

 
Soil Moisture for Week Ending 9/8/24 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

8 
31 
54 
7 

16 
39 
45 
0 

Subsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

7 
27 
59 
7 

12 
36 
52 
0 
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For the state’s complete Weekly Weather Summary: http://www.dnr.sc.gov/climate/sco/ClimateData/cli_reports_2024.php  
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