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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: The majority of Montana received at or below normal amounts of moisture, according to the
Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Exceptions were in Phillips County and
surrounding areas, as well as in Lincoln County and neighboring counties. These parts of the State received above average amounts of
precipitation, according to data from the High Plains Regional Climate Center (HPRCC). Temperatures ran at or above normal, also
according to the HPRCC. Temperatures were, on average, as many as 8 — 10 degrees above normal in parts of the northeast. Average
temperatures were lower in parts of the west and south. Drought conditions improved once again according to the U.S. Drought Monitor
report released November 9, 2023. The amount of land rated drought free increased to 67 percent, an increase of 5 percentage points.
Abnormal dryness was found in 7 percent of Montana, compared with 8 percent last week. Moderate drought fell to 14 percent, a
decrease of one percentage point. Severe conditions also improved, now sitting at 12 percent, compared to 14 percent last week. Similar
to last week, extreme drought conditions were found in less than one percent of Montana. A small amount of third cutting hay remained
on the ground in Broadwater County, and farmers were hoping to finish baling during the new week. Temperatures were pleasant in
Chouteau County. Calves were being shipped and cattle were turned back onto pastures. Wheat planting was finished following the
extreme cold that hit during the previous week.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commaodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Corn

Harvested for grain .........cccccceeviieeeiiienenns 84 80 88 69
Sugarbeets

Harvested.........coovveveiiiiee e 92 78 95 NA
Winter wheat

Emerged ......ccocoiieeeiiiie e 91 85 95 85
Cattle and calves

Moved from pasture ..........ccccveeeeeeiinnninnnnn. 74 71 63 75

Receiving supplemental feed..................... 52 a7 59 46
Sheep and lambs

Moved from pasture ..........cccceeeeeeeiinnninennn. 67 63 69 76

Receiving supplemental feed............cc.o..... 49 40 56 50
NA — not available
(--) — zero

DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for field work..............ccccceeeenine 5.8 3.6 15 3.1
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Very ShOrt .......oeovieeeiiee e 16 17 17
ShOM e 34 39 49 30
AdeqUALE ... 47 49 32 49
SUMPIUS oo 3 3 2 4
Subsoil moisture
Very ShOr ......oooiiiiiiii e 37 38 a7 28
SO . 27 29 33 29
AdeqUALE ...coeviiiiiiiiiee e 33 32 18 39
SUMPIUS i 3 1 2 4
NA — not available
() — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:

USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Winter wheat

VEIY POOK c.ooeeiiiiiiieie et 1 1 1 5

POOK i, 5 2 13 10

T 40 31 45 31

(€70 oo R RTRRRTRTR 19 25 29 40

Excellent .......ooeeeeeiiiiiiiei e, 35 41 12 14
Pasture and range

VEIY POON .euiiiiiiiiiieriieieteneieneneneeneerereneeennenes 18 12 21 27

POOK i 20 14 19 17

T 24 27 33 24

GO0 ...oiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevee e rereaaaaaaaees 33 42 27 25

o711 [T | 5 5 -- 7

NA — not available
(--) — zero



