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CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION
MONTH OF JANUARY 2022

AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: The month of January was windy and relatively dry for the state of Montana, according to the
Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Minimal precipitation for the season worsened
drought conditions slightly. According to the US Drought Monitor, 7.5 percent of the state was drought free and 3.3 percent of the state
was abnormally dry. Moderate drought was found in 3.3 percent of the state, up slightly from 3.0 percent at the end of December. Severe
drought was found in 37.8 percent of the state, up from last month’s 26.6 percent. Extreme drought was found in 40.9 percent of the
state, up from last month’s 39.6 percent. Exceptional drought was found in 7.1 percent of the state, down from 20.2 percent at the end
of December. According to reporters, despite several small snow events over the past month, snow cover throughout most of the state
is sparse and winds continue to dry up any moisture received. Snowpack in the mountains is average for this time of year. Many areas
of the state experienced above average temperatures, with a few days reaching the mid-50’s. In Phillips county, there is some available
forage to graze, but more snow was needed to fill depleted reservoirs and improve the long-term forage outlook. Topsoil moisture
conditions were 55 percent very short, 30 percent short, 14 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus, overall a slight decline from 44
percent very short, 33 percent short, and 23 percent adequate on the previous report. Subsoil moisture conditions also declined to 60
percent very short, 25 percent short, and 15 percent adequate. On the previous report, subsoil moisture conditions were 83 percent very
short to short and 17 percent adequate to surplus. Snow cover was rated 10 percent good to excellent. Winter wheat was rated 19 percent
very poor, 46 percent poor, 21 percent fair, and 14 percent good. Pasture and range conditions declined from the previous report with
68 percent rated very poor compared to 56 percent rated very poor at the end of December. Weather for calving and lambing has been
beneficial, with an estimated 1 percent of calving and lambing completed, equal to the previous year.

Note: Monthly reports will be released for February on Tuesday, February 22, 2022; and for March on Monday, March 28, 2022.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commaodity Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Cattle and calves
Cows calved.........ccceeeeeeeiiiiiiiieee e, 1 NA 1 NA
Receiving supplemental feed..................... 96 95 92 NA
Sheep and lambs
Ewes lambed ............oovveeiiiiiiiiiiie e, 1 NA 1 NA
Receiving supplemental feed............c........ 100 99 96 NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Topsoil moisture
Very ShOrt .......ooovieeeiiieceec e 55 44 14 NA
SNOM e 30 33 43 NA
AdeqUALE ...coeeiiiiiiiiiiee e 14 23 42 NA
SUIPIUS oo 1 -- 1 NA
Subsoil moisture
Very ShOr ......cooiiiiiiiieee e 60 47 9 NA
ShOM e 25 36 42 NA
AdeqUALE ... 15 17 a7 NA
SUMPIUS e -- -- 2 NA
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION
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(--) — zero



