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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY : Cooler temperatures were observed, and minimal moisture was received across the state of Montana,
according to the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. According to the U.S. Drought
Monitor, approximately 86 percent of Montana is abnormally dry or in a current state of drought, with about 19 percent of the state in
severe to exceptional drought. Reporters across the state noted some moisture was received, but it did little to improve the drought
conditions. Topsoil moisture conditions were 39 percent adequate to surplus, down significantly from the previous year at 98 percent.
Subsoil moisture conditions were 36 percent adequate to surplus. Planting has started for most crops across the state. Barley planted was
estimated at 21 percent complete, ahead of the 5-year average of 14 percent. Planting of dry edible beans started this week, with an
estimated 1 percent of the crop planted. Durum wheat planting has begun, with an estimated 1 percent of the crop planted. Oats planted
is estimated at 6 percent complete, ahead of the previous year, but slightly behind the 5-year average of 8 percent. Qilseed planting has
begun ahead of normal, with 2 percent of both canola and flaxseed planted. Spring wheat planted was reported at 15 percent complete,
ahead of the 5-year average of 12 percent. Sugarbeet planting is making progress, with an estimate 8 percent of the crop planted, slightly
ahead of the 5-year average of 7 percent. Winter wheat was reported with 65 percent of the crop breaking dormancy, ahead of the
previous year at 63 percent. Winter wheat conditions were rated as 63 percent good to excellent compared to 64 percent this time last
year. Reporters in Custer and Prairie counties stated conditions continue to worsen and spring grass is very slow to grow. Grazing
accessibility is relatively unchanged from the previous week, with an estimated 87 percent of pastures open, compared to 84 percent the
previous week. Calving and lambing continue to make progress, with 69 percent of cows calved and 56 percent of ewes lambed.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Barley

Planted.......cooiriiiieciieee 21 8 4 14
Canola

PIaNted......c.ovvvreercecee e 2 NA NA NA
Comn

Planted........ccoovveevieciceece e 1 NA NA NA
Dry edible beans

Planted........ccceveiiiiviieeeeers e 1 NA NA NA
Dry edible peas

Planted........ccoovveevieciceece e 10 2 1 15
Durum wheat

Planted........cccceeviiiirececess e 1 NA NA NA
Flaxseed

PIanted........ccvverreree e 2 NA NA NA
Lentils

Planted......cccoiininiecreee e 2 NA NA NA
Oats

Planted.......cooirriiecrer e 6 3 - 8
Spring wheat

Planted.......coovvviiieiirceee 15 6 3 12
Sugarbeets

Planted.......cooirriiieees e 8 1 3 7
Winter wheat

EMErged ...ccviiiiieeein e 65 52 63 NA
Cattle and calves

COoWS CalVed.......coicicce i 69 60 62 73

Receiving supplemental feed ...........ccccovriririnen. 76 83 92 78
Sheep and lambs

Ewes [ambed........cccoevivniiiiccceeessreeea 56 45 55 67

Receiving supplemental feed ........ccovcvniiinnnenn, 80 93 94 NA
NA — not available
(--) —zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for field Work ..........ccccoevveieiciniinnnns 5.0 6.1 3.2 3.6
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
22 25 - 3
39 48 2 9
AJEQUALE .....cveeeie s 38 26 87 72
SUIPIUS vt 1 1 11 16
Subsoil moisture
VEIY SNOM ..o 19 20 1 5
SNOM . 45 51 4 14
Adequate 36 29 84 69
SUMPIUS ..o -- -- 11 12
NA — not available
(--) —zero

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Grazing accessibility

87 84 45 67

Difficult... 8 8 30 18
5 8 25 15

23 37 1 6

31 26 4 12

37 29 45 40

7 6 37 32

2 2 13 10

2 4 3 1

10 11 4 4

25 27 29 27

54 50 62 52

9 8 2 16

NA — not available
(--)—zero



