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AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Conditions are beginning to warm up, but wet fields and continued precipitation is hindering
fieldwork in Montana, according to the Mountain Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA. Reporters
noted that conditions remained too wet for field work throughout the state, with rain and windy conditions reported in much of the state.
Topsoil moisture conditions for the state were 94 percent adequate to surplus, above last year’s 89 percent. Several areas of the state
reported that snow melt, rain and wind have left fields saturated and too wet to plant. Subsoil moisture conditions are 86 percent adequate
to surplus which is above last year’s 75 percent. Cattle receiving supplemental feed was reported as 94 percent this week, compared to
97 percent in the same week last year. There was a large increase in grazing accessibility with 50 percent of pastures open, compared to
37 percent in the previous report. Calving progress was reported at 57 percent complete compared to 40 percent in the previous report,
and 53 percent at this time last year. Reporters in Powell County noted that calving conditions are not favorable and morbidity is high.
Winter wheat was reported with 30 percent of the crop breaking dormancy. The spring melt has made rating the progress and condition
of the winter wheat crop easier for some reporters, with the condition rated as 70 percent good to excellent compared to 58 percent this
time last year.

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)

Winter wheat

Breaking dormancy.........cccoeeevveneneieeceennnnes 30 10 11 NA
Cattle and calves

COWS CaIVEM......ceeeeieiee e 57 40 53 53

Receiving supplemental feed ............ccccoceveene 94 92 97 88
Sheep and lambs

Ewes [ambed..........ccoooveiiniiiiecce 51 35 28 41

Receiving supplemental feed..........cccoeinienns 96 96 99 89
NA — not available
(--) — zero

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).



DAYS SUITABLE FOR FIELDWORK AND SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION

Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
Days suitable for field work...........ccccccevvevieinnenn, 2.3 1.0 0.5 3.6
Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent)
VEry ShOrt ... -- -- 6
SO e 6 8 10 16
ADBQUALE ...t 80 73 60 65
SUIPIUS ..ottt 14 19 29 13
Subsoil moisture
VEry ShOrt ..o 3 2 5 6
SO e 11 12 20 20
ADBQUALE ... 75 75 65 63
SUIPIUS ..o 11 11 10 11
NA — not available
(--) — zero

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION

Commodity Current week Previous week Previous year 5-year average
(percent) (percent) (percent) (percent)
Grazing accessibility
OPBN e 50 37 25 59
DIffiCUlt v 22 28 39 20
ClOSE.....ovivieieeeic s 28 35 36 21
Pasture and range
VEIY POON ...ttt 2 10 21 8
POOK .t 16 7 31 21
FaIT i 30 36 32 40
GO0 ...t 48 43 14 26
EXCEHENt ... 4 4 2 5
Winter wheat
VEIY POON ...ttt 1 1 1 1
POOK . 6 5 21 8
FaT o 23 32 20 30
GO0 ...t 57 48 51 50
EXCellent. ..o 13 14 7 11

NA — not available
(--) — zero



