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Illinois Sheep and Goats 
 

  
 

All sheep and lamb inventory on January 1, 2025, at 58,000 head, is up 5 percent from January 1, 2024.  

Breeding sheep inventory, at 49,000 head, is up 7 percent from last year. Market sheep and lambs on 

January 1, 2025 totaled 9,000 head, unchanged from January 1, 2024. The 2024 lamb crop of 45,000 head was 

up 7 percent from 2023. 

 

Wool production during 2024 totaled 164,000 pounds, down 2 percent from 2023. Sheep and lambs shorn 

totaled 25,000 head, down 4 percent from 2023. 

 
 

Sheep and Lamb Inventory by Class – Illinois: January 1, 2024 and 2025 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as percent 

of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

All sheep and lambs  ................................................................................ 
 
    Breeding sheep and lambs  ................................................................. 
        Ewes - one year old and older  ....................................................... 
        Rams - one year old and older  ....................................................... 
        Replacement lambs under one year old  ........................................ 
 
    Market sheep and lambs  .................................................................... 
        Sheep  .............................................................................................. 
        Lambs  .............................................................................................. 
 
Lamb Crop 1  ............................................................................................. 

55.0 
 

46.0 
36.0 

2.0 
8.0 

 
9.0 
1.0 
8.0 

 
42.0 

58.0 
 

49.0 
38.0 

2.5 
8.5 

 
9.0 
1.0 
8.0 

 
45.0 

105 
 

107 
106 
125 
106 

 
100 
100 
100 

 
107 

 1 Lamb crop refers to lambs born the previous year. 

 

Wool Production – Illinois: 2023 and 2024 

Class 2023 2024 
2024 as percent 

of 2023 

Sheep Shorn  ......................................................................... 1,000 head 
Weight per fleece 1  ..................................................................... pounds 
Production  ......................................................................... 1,000 pounds 

26.0 
6.4 

167 

25.0 
6.6 

164 

96 
103 

98 
 1 Fleece weight is calculated by dividing wool production by sheep shorn and rounded to the nearest tenth. 

 

 

Meat and all other goat inventory totaled 25,000 head on January 1, 2025, up 9 percent from the previous 

year. Milk goat inventory, at 9,600 head, is up 9 percent from January 1, 2024. 

 

 

Goat Inventory by Class – Illinois: January 1, 2024 and 2025 

Class 2024 2025 
2025 as percent 

of 2024 

 (1,000 head) (1,000 head) (percent) 

Milk goats  ................................................................................................. 
Meat and other goats  .............................................................................. 

8.8 
23.0 

9.6 
25.0 

109 
109 
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Access to NASS Reports 
 

For your convenience, you may access NASS reports and products the following ways: 

 

➢ All reports are available electronically, at no cost, on the NASS web site: http://www.nass.usda.gov 

 

➢ Both national and state specific reports are available via a free e-mail subscription. To set-up this free 

subscription, visit http://www.nass.usda.gov and in the “Follow NASS” box under “Receive reports by 

Email,” click on “National” or “State” to select the reports you would like to receive. 

 
➢ Follow us on X @usda_nass 

 

For more information on NASS surveys and reports, call the Heartland Regional Field Office at (314) 595-9594 

or e-mail: nassrfohlr@usda.gov. 

mailto:nassrfohlr@usda.gov

