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Rainfall totals for December was at, or above, normal levels in most areas of the
State. A cold front brought some heavy showers at the start of the month. Minor
ponding in low-lying fields was reported in many areas although no serious damage
to agriculture resulted. The front stalled over the Big Island on December 2 before
leaving the State. A second rain episode occurred from December 5 - 7, with the
heaviest showers falling over Oahu on December 7. The National Weather Service
reported that the maximum 24-hour rainfall during this period was 10.96 inches at
the Schofield East gage. Fortunately a period of stable weather prevailed from
December 8 - 26 which allowed farmers an opportunity of cleanup and catchup on
activities delayed by the heavy rains. The year ended on a showery note as wet
conditions returned to the State on December 27 and continued into the new year.
Despite the generally wet weather in December, most areas in the State ended 2003
in a rainfall deficit.

Many of the leaf vegetables are expected to show a decline in harvested acreage
in January. Chinese cabbage (-23%), head lettuce (-17%), and romaine (-18%)
will show the largest declines while smaller decreases in harvested acreage are
expected for head cabbage (-6%) and mustard cabbages (-9%). Declines in
harvested acreage will become more widespread in February as 7 of the 11
vegetables listed are anticipated to show a drop. The only vegetable expected to
show an increase in harvested acreage is sweet corn with increases of 35 percent
and 19 percent in January and February.

te0000
Acres planted, harvested, and for harvest for 11 selected
Acreage vegetables, State of Hawaii.
Acres planted Acres harvested Acres for harvest
Crop Nov Dec Nov Dec Jan Feb
2003 2003 2003 2003 2004 2004
Beans, snap 18 14 18 16 18 14
Cabbage, Chinese 30 23 20 30 23 15
Cabbage, head 35 36 39 36 34 33
Cabbage, mustard 12 10 13 11 10 9
Corn, sweet 49 45 72 31 42 50
Cucumbers 39 40 42 41 41 41
Lettuce, head 16 6 6 6 5 4
Lettuce, semi-head 4 4 4 4 4 4
Onions, dry 52 40 36 8 53 45
Onions, green 12 12 11 12 12 12
Romaine 18 16 12 17 14 13
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December review

Production Declines For Most Vegetables

CHINESE CABBAGE production is
estimated at 487,000 pounds for
December, up 6 percent from the
previous month but down 20 percent
from a year ago. Crop conditions
continued to be generally good to
fair. Disease and insect damage was
light.

HEAD CABBAGE production totaled
788,000 pounds in December, down
16 percent from November and the
lowest monthly total in 2003. Crop
conditions varied from fair to good.
Wet weather, insect damage, and an
8 percent reduction in harvested
acreage contributed to December’s
lower output.

SWEET CORN production is
estimated at 135,000 pounds, down
34 percent from last month and
down 55 percent from a year ago.
December's wet, cloudy weather
hampered production in most areas
of the State.

CUCUMBER production is estimated
at 391,000 pounds for December,
down 20 percent from last month and

down 22 percent from a year ago.
Adverse weather in November and
December continued to hamper crop
development and yields.

DRY ONION production is pegged at
77,000 pounds for December, down
62 percent from November and the
lowest monthly total in 2003. Periods
of heavy showers during the past two
months have adversely affected the
quality of mature fields.

TOMATO production is estimated at
1.4 million pounds in December,
down 11 percent from November and
down 9 percent from a year ago.
Crop conditions varied from mostly
fair to good. Recent rains and cloudy
skies have adversely affected crop
progress. B

Hawaii Dry Onions:
Monthly Production, 2002 - 2003
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Acreage, average yield, sales, and average farm price, December 2003, State of Hawaii.

Total December 2003 January-to-date sales
T | e | e | Tom | gz | a0z | zons | cnange

------- 1,000 Ibs. - - - ---- Cents per Ib. -------1,000Ibs------- Percent
Beans, snap 30 16 4.2 65 1021 900 847 -5
Cabbage, Chinese 33 30 23.0 487 29.6 6,800 6,545 -2
Cabbage, head 73 36 24.0 788 31.0 13,000 12,603 0
Cabbage, mustard 15 11 8.5 83 58.9 1,400 1,248 -8
Corn, sweet 104 31 2.8 135 49.8 2,400 2,448 10
Cucumbers 65 41 11.3 391 53.8 5,400 5,798 10
Lettuce, head 9 6 10.8 60 64.5 870 832 -4
Lettuce, semi-head 7 4 5.8 25 68.5 330 302 -9
Onions, dry 189 8 5.6 77 130.2 2,100 3,283 71
Onions, green 29 12 8.6 106 99.1 1,500 1,405 -3
Peppers, green 41 20 134 279 64.1 3,200 3,268 1
Romaine 23 17 13.3 150 48.7 1,800 1,838 4
Tomatoes 144 71 21.5 1,354 60.9 17,500 17,477 1

" Total sales divided by acres harvested. ? Revised. ¥ Not published to avoid disclosure of individual operations.



Long-Run Outlook For U.S. Vegetables

Crop Value To Reach $21 Billion by 2013

Domestic production of vegetables and melons is
forecast to increase an average of 2 percent annually
during the next decade (2004-2013), while value of
production is expected to increase an average of 3.3
percent a year. This would place total U.S. production at
nearly 72 million metric tons by 2013, with an estimated
farm value of $21 billion (table 8). All major categories
(fresh, processed, potatoes, sweet potatoes, pulses, and
mushrooms) are expected to register gains. Throughout
the baseline period, potatoes will remain the largest
vegetable crop produced in the United States in terms of
volume; however, lettuce (all types

combined) could pass potatoes in terms of crop value
towards the end of the baseline period. Assuming
demand for potatoes and potato products recovers from
the lull of recent years, potatoes should account for
over one-third of total vegetable tonnage and 16
percent of total forecast farm value of vegetables in
2013. Fresh market vegetables (excludes fresh-market
potatoes, sweet potatoes, and mushrooms) will also
account for over one-third of total tonnage and are
forecast to account for 65 percent of the total farm

value of all vegetables in 2013. Lettuce and tomatoes
should continue to be the top two crops in the fresh-
market category in terms of farm value.
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Farm value for fresh vegetables is forecast to increase
by an average of 4.2 percent a year during the next
decade, while fresh vegetable production (tonnage) is
forecast to increase at an average rate of 2.5 percent a
year. These growth rates are second only to pulses
(forecast average growth rates of 4.9 and 4.4 percent
for value and volume, respectively) due largely to an
expected surge in pulse production in the next few
years. Grower prices for fresh vegetables are expected
to rise at a slightly faster pace than in any of the other
categories.

As world trade continues to increase in the coming
decade, the United States’ net trade deficit in
vegetables is expected to increase from $1.5 billion in
2002 to a forecast of $2.2 billion in 2013. Exports of
vegetables and processed vegetable products are
forecast to increase by an average of 2.9 percent
annually from 2004-2013, totaling $4.4 billion by
2013. However, imports are expected to experience
similar growth rates (average of 2.7 percent/year) as
exports over the 10-year period, placing the total
forecast import value at nearly $6.7 billion in 2013.

Source: Vegetables and Melons Outlook/VGS-300/December
18, 2003, Economic Research Service, USDA.
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