
Papaya Acreage Survey 2005 Results

In August 2005, papaya acreage for the State of Hawaii is estimated at 2,400 acres, up 20 percent
from the same time a year ago.  Bearing or harvested acres across the State increased 40 percent
from August 2004 to 1,465 acres.

On Hawaii island, there were 156 farms compared to 141 last year.  This island accounted for 92
percent of the State’s total papaya acreage and 91 percent of the State’s harvested acreage.

Maui/Molokai/Oahu followed with 38 growers and 7 percent of the total papaya acreage.  Kauai’s
11 producers had 1 percent of the State’s total papaya acreage.

PAPAYA:  Acreage, State of Hawaii,  August 2005 with 2004 Comparison

Island

Farms Bearing Non-bearing Total

2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005
------------------------------ Acres ------------------------------

Hawaii 141 156 900 1,330 900 870 1,800 2,200
Maui/Molokai/Oahu 47 38 125 110 30 55 155 165
Kauai 19 11 25 25 15 10 40 35
  State 207 205 1,050 1,465 945 935 1,995 2,400
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PAPAYA:  Total Acreage, Island Distribution,
State of Hawaii,

August 2005 with 2004 Comparison
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PAPAYA:  Value of Utilized Production,
State of Hawaii, 1946-2004

1984, utilization reached a record
80.5 million pounds while the
farm price dropped to 11.4 cents
per pound (fresh and processed
combined).

1971, virgin soil 
technique was 
introduced.

1958, majority of the papaya
production came from Hawaii
island. Oahu  produced more
papayas during the previous
years.

Summer 2002, Papaya
Marketing Order ends.

1992, PRV found in
Pahoa on Hawaii island. 
Hurricane Iniki hits
Kauai devastating
orchards.

May 1998, PRV resistant
varieties released.

1997, farm price reached a record
high 48.9 cents per pound (fresh
and processed combined). Farm
value reached a record $19.0
million.
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1982, Hurricane
Iwa destroys
Kauai orchards.



Varietal 2005 Summary

Rainbow and Kapoho varieties were 53 and 30 percent of the State’s total papaya acreage,
respectively.   Sunrise represented 9 percent of the acreage grown followed by “Other” varieties
which made up the remaining 8 percent.

Rainbow represented 61 percent of the bearing acreage, compared to 50 percent from last
August.  Kapoho was being harvested from 20 percent of the bearing acreage compared to 32
percent a year ago.  Sunrise made up 8 percent of the harvested acreage while “Other” varieties
accounted for the remaining 11 percent.

PAPAYA:  Varietal Distribution, State of Hawaii, August 2005 with 2004 Comparison

Variety
Bearing Non-bearing Total

2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005
Percent

Kapoho 32 20 26 44 29 30
Rainbow 50 61 56 41 52 53
Sunrise 10 8 13 10 11 9
Other 1 8 11 5 5 8 8
  Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

     1 Sunup combined with “Other” to avoid disclosure.
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PAPAYA:  Total Acreage, Varietal Distribution,
State of Hawaii, 

August 2005 with 2004 Comparison
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PAPAYA:  Bearing Acreage, Varietal Distribution,
Hawaii Island,

August 2005 with 2004 Comparison

Hawaii Island 2005 Summary

According to the August 2005 papaya acreage survey, Hawaii island growers planted 58 percent
of acreage in the Rainbow variety.  Kapoho followed second with 32 percent of the acreage.
Together,  Kapoho and Rainbow represented 90 percent of the Hawaii island’s 2,200 total papaya
acres.  “Other” varieties made up the remaining 10 percent of island’s papaya acreage.  
 
Hawaii island’s bearing acreage in Rainbow and Kapoho was 66 percent and 22 percent,
respectively.  This compares to last year’s 56 percent and 35 percent for Rainbow and Kapoho,
respectively. “Other” varieties accounted for 12 percent compared to 9 percent last year. 

PAPAYA:  Hawaii Island Varietal Distribution, August 2005 with 2004 Comparison

Variety
Bearing Non-bearing Total

2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005
Percent

Kapoho 35 22 28 46 33 32
Rainbow 56 66 64 44 59 58
Other1 9 12 8 10 8 10
  Total 100 100 100 100 100 100

     1 Sunrise combined with “Other”.

PAPAYA:  Hawaii Island Distribution within Variety, August 2005 with 2004 Comparison

Variety
Bearing Non-bearing Total

2004 2005 2004 2005 2004 2005
Percent

Kapoho 69 43 31 57 100 100
Rainbow 60 70 40 30 100 100
Other1 67 65 33 35 100 100
  Total 64 61 36 39 100 100

        1 Sunrise combined with “Other”.




