
2015 California Raisin Grape 
Objective Measurement Report 

California Department of Food and Agriculture  

Cooperating with the USDA, National Agricultural Statistics Service 
Pacific Regional Field Office · P.O. Box 1258 · Sacramento, CA 95812 · (916) 498-5161 · (855) 270-2722 Fax · www.nass.usda.gov/ca  

Released:  August 12, 2015 

 
 
 

RAISIN-TYPE GRAPE PRODUCTION UP 13 PERCENT FROM THE 2014 FINAL PRODUCTION 
 
The California raisin-type variety grape forecast is 2.00 
million tons, up 13 percent from the 2014 final 
production.  Based on the objective measurement 
survey conducted by the National Agricultural Statistics 
Service (NASS) in cooperation with the California 
Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA), bunches 
per vine totaled 43.4, up 19% from the previous year’s 
bunch count of 36.5.  Bearing acreage is estimated at 
185,000, which results in a yield of 10.8 tons per acre. 
 

Growers continued to face drought conditions and lack 
of water availability.  However, despite the drought many 
growers reported they were managing their water 
allocations this year more efficiently than in previous 
years.  In addition, crop development is ahead of last 
year.  The forecast is based on the results of the Raisin 
Grape Objective Measurement (O.M.) Survey conducted 
in July.  The Raisin Administrative Committee provided 
funding for the 2015 Raisin O.M. Survey. 

SURVEY HISTORY 
 
The collection of objective measurement data on the 
California grape crop began in 1956.  Grape bunches 
were counted, measured, and weighed in sample 
vineyards of raisin type varieties.  The Raisin 
Administrative Committee funded the O.M. survey of 
raisin-type variety grapes from 1985 to 2001, 2005, and 
from 2007 to this year. 
 

FIELD SAMPLING ACTIVITIES 
 
Data were collected the first three weeks of July.  A total 
of 307 raisin-type variety vineyards were sampled for the 
2015 data.
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