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October 16, 2023 Media Contact: Charmaine Wilson 
 
General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service, 
there were 5.1 days suitable for fieldwork in Alabama for 
the week ending Sunday, October 15, 2023. Precipitation 
ranged from trace amounts to 3.2 inches. Average high 
temperatures ranged from the high 60s to the high 70s.  
Average low temperatures ranged from the high 40s to the 
high 50s. 
 
Crops 
Much of the state received some amount of rain last week 
for the first time in a month, while some parts of the state 
still received very little precipitation. Reporters noted that 
a lack of rain in some areas was negatively impacting late 
planted soybean fields. In areas that did receive 
precipitation, field work was delayed and harvest of cotton 
and soybeans was slowed. Peanut digging activities were 
aided by increased soil moisture levels in some areas of 
the state. Seeding of small grains was underway, aided by 
the recent rainfall and cooler temperatures. 
 
Livestock and Pastures 
Cattle and pastures were reported to be in good to fair 
condition. Reporters noted that warm season grasses were 
done growing and that winter season grasses were 
struggling to grow in some areas due to dry and hot 
weather for much of the last month. In these areas, 
conditions for cattle grazing were deteriorating.  
 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 10/15/23 
Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Harvested ...............  
Cotton - Bolls Opening .......  
Cotton - Harvested .............  
Hay - 3rd Cutting................  
Peanuts - Dug ....................  
Peanuts - Harvested ..........  
Soybeans - Drop Leaves ...  
Soybeans - Harvested .......  
Winter Wheat - Planted ......  

99 
94 
32 
98 
71 
56 
93 
42 
8 

91 
88 
20 
89 
66 
42 
86 
35 
3 

97 
91 
27 
94 
75 
63 
94 
43 
8 

96 
90 
27 
92 
68 
50 
93 
39 
10 

 (NA) Not available. 

 
Conditions for Week Ending 10/15/23 

Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle ........................  
Cotton .......................  
Pasture and range ....  
Peanuts ....................  
Soybeans .................  

1 
4 

10 
21 
1 

4 
14 
25 
32 
8 

22 
23 
30 
22 
15 

71 
50 
35 
23 
57 

2 
9 
0 
2 

19 

 
Soil Moisture for Week Ending 10/15/23 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

23 
54 
23 
0 

20 
47 
33 
0 

Subsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

17 
55 
28 
0 

12 
53 
35 
0 



  

  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ http://mrcc.purdue.edu/CLIMATE/ 


