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General 
According to the National Agricultural Statistics Service 

in Alabama, there were 4.3 days suitable for fieldwork for 

the week ending Sunday, May 9, 2021.  Precipitation 

ranged from 0.3 to 7.8 inches. Average high temperatures 

ranged from the high 60s to the mid 80s.  Average low 

temperatures ranged from the high 40s to the mid 60s. 

 

Crops 
Widespread rainfall brought much needed relief to some 

areas of the state, while other areas experienced storm 

damage and flash flooding.  Northern portions of the state 

received moderate rainfall and good progress was made 

planting row crops throughout the week.  

 

In Central Alabama, storms blew through the area at the 

beginning of the week bringing some damaging winds and 

an abundance of rain. There were reports of trees down in 

a few areas, but the bigger story was the large amount of 

rainfall impeding vehicle movement through fields. 

Limited progress was made planting peanuts and cotton 

and some cotton stands will need to be evaluated for re-

planting.  

 
Southern counties were also affected by the rain, causing 

delays in the planting peanuts and cotton. Saturated soils 

throughout most of the week made it difficult to work in 

the fields. By the end of the week, improved weather 

allowed farmers to resume planting peanuts and harvesting 

hay. 

 

Livestock and Pastures 
Cooler temperatures have slowed forage growth, while the 

rainfall throughout the week has hindered hay cutting. 

Cattle were in mostly good condition, although there were 

reports of animals lost to lightning during the recent 

storms. 

 

 
 

Crop Progress for Week Ending 05/09/21 
Crop stage Prev year Prev week This week 5 Year avg 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Corn - Planted ...................  
Corn - Emerged .................  
Cotton - Planted .................  
Hay - 1st Cutting ................  
Peanuts - Planted ..............  
Soybeans - Planted ...........  
Winter wheat - Headed ......  

92 
82 
38 
52 
32 
17 
94 

90 
74 
17 
31 
15 
2 

80 

96 
89 
27 
44 
28 
18 
92 

94 
84 
41 
45 
30 
21 
93 

 

 

Conditions for Week Ending 05/09/21 

Crop Very poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cattle ........................  
Corn .........................  
Pasture and range ....  
Winter wheat .............  

1 
0 
1 
0 

2 
0 
2 
0 

8 
8 

19 
13 

80 
88 
75 
78 

9 
4 
3 
9 

 

Soil Moisture for Week Ending 05/09/21 

Topsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

1 
2 

87 
10 

1 
0 

81 
18 

Subsoil Previous week This week 

 (percent) (percent) 

Very short ...............................................  
Short .......................................................  
Adequate ................................................  
Surplus ...................................................  

1 
3 

86 
10 

1 
2 

88 
9 
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