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USDA releases Census of Agriculture data for the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands 

 
WASHINGTON, D.C., Feb. 27, 2025 – The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s National Agricultural 

Statistics Service (NASS) released the 2023 Census of Agriculture data for the Commonwealth of 

Northern Mariana Islands (CNMI) today.  

The most widely used statistics in the agriculture industry, the Census of Agriculture, is conducted every 

five years and provides the most comprehensive and impartial agriculture data at the island level. “We 

thank the producers who gave their time to complete the questionnaire. The Census of Agriculture data 

tells their agriculture story,” said NASS Administrator Joseph Parsons. “The agricultural census data 

provides vital data that helps shape policies, allocate resources, and support the growth and sustainability 

of agriculture in the CNMI.”  

Federal and local governments, agribusinesses, organizations, and many more use Census of Agriculture 

data to support funding research and programs to improve farming techniques and equipment, building 

infrastructure for high-speed internet, providing effective production and distribution systems as well as 

natural disaster preparation, response, and recovery assistance.  

Highlights from the 2023 Census of Agriculture for CNMI: 

• There were 316 farms, up 25% from the last census. Land in farms totaled 2,833 acres, with an 

average farm size of 9 acres. 

• The total value of sales was $ 2.8 million, with an average value of $ 8,731 per farm. 

• Vegetables and melons represented the largest category of production, with sales of $ 1.3 million. 

 

The Census of Agriculture in CNMI defined a farm as any place from which $1,000 or more of 

agricultural products were produced and sold, or normally would have been sold, in 2023. 

 

The full Census of Agriculture report as well as publication dates for additional data products from the 

census can be found at nass.usda.gov/AgCensus. 

https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Outlying_Areas/cnmi.pdf
https://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/AgCensus/2022/Full_Report/Outlying_Areas/cnmi.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nass.usda.gov%2FAgCensus%2F&data=05%7C02%7CNancy.Kim%40usda.gov%7C871c3e0b144e4c64ea3a08dd3a43dd24%7Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697%7C1%7C0%7C638730785331529815%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wXluis%2BJPkZ1HDWzXDI2%2FPanR6H10GAc9u3sAyZFNQA%3D&reserved=0


NASS is the federal statistical agency responsible for producing official data about U.S. agriculture and 

is committed to providing timely, accurate, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture.   
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