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2009 CALIFORNIA FLORICULTURE RANKS FIRST IN PRODUCTION NATIONWIDE

California’s 2009 floriculture crop  leads the nation at a value of $922 million 
wholesale,  for  operations with  $100,000  or more  in  sales,  but  is  down  12 
percent  from  the revised 2008  total.   The number of producers  in California 
declined from a revised 492 in 2008 to 436 in 2009. 
 
California‐grown  annual  bedding  and  garden  plants  accounts  for  almost  16 
percent  of  the  total  value  recorded  for  this  grouping  to  lead  the  highest‐
valued crop category in the 15‐state program.  Wholesale value of California‐
grown bedding and garden plants, produced by all operations with $100,000 
or more  in  sales,  decreased  approximately  3  percent  from  a  revised  $217 
million in 2008 to approximately $210 million in 2009. 

 
California also leads the country in potted flowering plant value for 2009, with a total value of $206 million wholesale produced by 
operations with $100,000 or more in total sales, but is down over 15 percent from the revised 2008 valuation.  California accounted 
for approximately 33 percent of the 15‐state total wholesale value reported. 
 
California is the dominant State in cut flower production, accounting for 75 percent of the total cut flower wholesale value among 
operations surveyed with $100,000 or more in total sales.  The $269 million in value for 2009 was down 17 percent from the revised 
2008 valuation of $324 million.  
 
 

FLORICULTURE AND NURSERY PRODUCTS 
Wholesale Value of Sales by Category, for Operations with $100,000+ Sales, 2005-2009 

Category 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 
US Rank

2009 

 1,000 Dollars

Total Bedding Plants  312,583   292,092  259,842   282,429    277,008 1 

   Annual Bedding/Garden Plants  238,267   224,914   202,554   216,944   209,622 1 

   Herbaceous Perennial Plants   74,316   67,178    57,288     65,485   67,386 2 

Total Potted Flowering Plants 198,357  199,262   238,799  243,225   205,847 1 

Total Cut Flowers 303,311   318,667   327,736  323,897  269,126 1 

Propagative materials 66,678   66,006    77,919 81,094 73,264 2 

Total Foliage Plants for Indoor or Outdoor Use 103,616   98,333  101,727  98,679    86,384 2 

Cut Cultivated Greens  20,326  12,760   14,133   13,930     10,081  2 

Total Wholesale Value of Reported Crops  1,004,871   987,120 1,020,156 1,043,254   921,710 1 

Percent  

Percent of U.S. Value of Sales 1/ 25.3 25.5 24.7 26.6 25.0  

 

Number of Producers 449 471 426 492 436  

1/  15 Program States: California, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Maryland, Michigan, New Jersey,  New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, Texas and Washington.   
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ANNUALS: 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Flats for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 1/ 

 
Producers Quantity Sold Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales 
at Wholesale 2/ 

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 

Selected Crops Number 1,000 Flats Dollars per Flat 1,000 Dollars 

Vegetable Type Plants    39      44  998    1,209    11.65     12.46  11,627  15,064  

Pansies/Violas   53      53     1,376   1,449     10.20   10.11  14,035  14,649  

Petunias     49      53    1,297     1,307   10.22    10.99   13,255  14,364  

Impatiens    52      48     1,257     1,352     10.13       9.75  12,733  13,182  

Marigolds 51      54    955  1,020     10.29    10.20     9,827   10,404  

All Plant Total 117,837  118,046  
1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.   
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.   

 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Hanging Baskets for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 1/ 

 
Producers Quantity Sold Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales 
at Wholesale 2/ 

2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 

Selected Crops Number 1,000 Baskets Dollars per Basket 1,000 Dollars 
Geraniums  from 
Vegetative Cuttings      23     21        199        254    7.38    8.25  1,469     2,096  

Petunias    20     19         65         59     8.02      7.61       521       449  

Impatiens    16        15          55          50    6.46     5.77        355       289  

New Guinea Impatiens       19     19        36        34    7.07      6.63        255       225  

Begonias   13  16         11         16      8.56     8.89        94        142  

All Plant Total    6,959     9,521  
1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
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ANNUALS continued: 
 

Top 5 Annual Bedding/Garden Plants, Potted for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 1/ 
 

Producers Quantity Sold 

Less than 5 Inches 5 Inches or Larger Total All Sizes 
2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 

Number 1,000 Pots 1,000 Pots 1,000 Pots 
Geraniums  from 
Vegetative Cuttings 41 41     3,429  3,720  2,753     1,922  6,182  5,642  
Vegetable Type Plants 49 46     7,961  7,423       729     1,089  8,690    8,512  
Impatiens 48 45    4,320  2,771    1,018     1,021    5,338    3,792  
Pansies/Violas 43 41     4,050  2,669        187        195  4,237  2,864  
Petunias 44 34    3,123    2,210        379        282    3,502    2,492  

 

 
Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales 
at Wholesale 2/ 

  Less than 5 Inches 5 Inches or Larger  
  2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 
  Dollars Per Pot Dollars Per Pot 1,000 Dollars 
Geraniums  from 
Vegetative Cuttings 

 
1.35 1.47 2.63 2.74    11,870     10,735  

Vegetable Type Plants  0.93 1.03 2.24 2.32      9,037     10,172  
Impatiens  0.85 0.90 1.89 1.69      5,596       4,219  
Pansies/Violas  0.74 0.83 2.02 1.88      3,375       2,582  
Petunias  0.77 0.82 2.44 2.01      3,329       2,379  
All Plant Total     92,148     82,055  

1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  

 
 
POTTED FLOWERS: 
 

Top 5 Potted Flower Plants for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 1/ 

 
Producers Quantity Sold 

  Less than 5 Inches 5 Inches or Larger Total All Sizes 
2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 

 Number 1,000 Pots 1,000 Pots 1,000 Pots 
Orchids 45 44   6,332  7,248   1,252   1,531     7,584    8,779  
Poinsettias 73 64 1,609    1,576    4,559  4,402     6,168     5,978  
Florist Roses 19 14   6,624     6,499   *   *    6,624  6,499  
Florist Chrysanthemums 16 16    1,169       926    2,465    2,218  3,634     3,144  
Spring Flowering Bulbs 39 27   2,251       1,565      1,786      1,521     4,037     3,086  
    

 
 

Wholesale Price 
Value of All Sales at 

Wholesale 2/ 
  Less than 5 Inches 5 Inches or Larger  
   2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 
  Dollars Per Pot Dollars Per Pot 1,000 Dollars 
Orchids        7.77       7.81      12.31      11.97   64,612   74,933  
Poinsettias         2.29        2.79        5.54    5.31  28,941    27,772  
Florist Roses        2.83        2.61   3/   3/  18,766    16,956  
Florist Chrysanthemums         1.72        1.62        3.82        3.60   11,427      9,485  
Spring Flowering Bulbs         2.44        2.26        4.27        3.34    13,119      8,617  
All Plant Total       243,225 205,847 

1/  Top 5 Ranked by Value of Sales.  
2/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
3/  Quantity and price combined into pot size with greatest production to avoid disclosing data of individual operations. 

* = Not published to avoid disclosing data of individual operations. 
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CUT FLOWERS: 
 

Top 5 Cut Flowers for Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 

  
Producers Quantity Sold Wholesale Price 

Value of All Sales 
at Wholesale 1/ 

  2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 2008 2009 
Unit Number 1,000 (Unit) Cents per Unit 1,000 Dollars 

Lilies stem 48 41 109,172  93,677   65.80  61.00  71,835  57,143  

Gerbera Daisies stem 34 33 119,496  105,743  29.50  30.70  35,251  32,463  

Roses, All stem 33 29 54,976  40,881  37.90  41.30  20,836  16,884  

Iris stem 29 28 82,431  57,295  21.90  23.80  18,033  13,636  

Orchids, All bloom * 19     * 5,182      * 233.40     * 12,095  

Totals 323,897  269,126  
1/  Equivalent wholesale value of all sales.  
* = Not published to avoid disclosing data of individual operations. 

 
 
PROPAGATIVE: 
 

Propagative (Unfinished) Floriculture Materials for 
Operations with $100,000+ Sales 2008-2009 

Category 
Year 

2008 2009 
1,000 Dollars 

Annual Bedding Plants 44,420 43,458 

Herbaceous Perennial Plants  12,106 10,309 

Potted Flowering Plants  14,847 10,973 

Foliage Plants for Indoor or Patio Use    2,965   2,870 

Cut Flowers    6,523 5,654 

Cut Cultivated Greens 233 

All Plant Total  81,094 73,264 
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The full copy of this report is located at: 
http://usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/MannUsda/viewDocumentInfo.do?documentID=1072 


